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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2008-1058
Sponsor: Council Member Davis
Date of Introduction: November 125, 2008
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, PHS
Date of Analysis: November 25, 2008
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; emergency action request
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 111 – Special Revenue and Trust Accounts – to shift responsibility for administration of the Jacksonville Teen Court from the State Attorney’s Office to the Fourth Judicial Circuit Court Trial Court Administrator.  The bill also revises the membership of the committee responsible for making Teen Court funding recommendations to the City Council by deleting the State Attorney for the Fourth Judicial Circuit and the Administrative Judge for Juvenile Court and replacing them with the Unified Family Court Administrator, the Fourth Judicial Circuit Court Trial Court Administrator and the Chief Deputy Court Administrator.  The bill adds a list of specific uses for Teen Court funds by the Court Administrator, including acquisition of such furniture, fixtures, technology, office equipment, telephones, etc. as may be deemed necessary to carry out the intent of the program.  Finally, the bill asks for emergency action by the Council meeting of December 9th in order to have the transfer of responsibility for the program from the State Attorney to the Court Administrator take place by January 1, 2009.
Background Information: Incoming State Attorney Angela Corey prefers that the State Attorney’s Office not administer the Teen Court as it has done in recent years.  Chief Judge Moran offered the services of the Court Administrator’s Office to administer the program as it does the Drug Court.  This bill amends various provisions of the Ordinance Code to reflect the transfer of administrative authority.  Separate legislation will be forthcoming to transfer funding for the program appropriated in the FY08-09 budget to Court Administration accounts.
Policy Impact Area: Teen Court administration 
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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